SERMON TAKE-HOME NOTES — June 22, 2025

Title: “The Trinity: God’s Dance of Love That Is Saving Us from the Human Dance with
Violence (Evil), Part 2”

Last week we began with the opening sentence from Walter Wink’s Engaging the Powers:

One of the most pressing questions facing the world today is, How can we oppose evil
without creating new evils and being made evil ourselves.

The assassination in Minnesota was our example of how we human beings so often choose
political violence. The assassin saw himself as opposing evil, but in the process he created a new
evil and was made evil himself. Human history is one long example of this mistake not only on
an individual level, but especially on the community and cultural level. When we fear a threat
from those we deem evil, we choose political violence as the way to oppose that evil.

The Trinity is God’s plan to offer us an alternative to our usual politics of violence. The
New Testament is the story of how the three-person God — Jesus the Messiah, the one he called
Father, and the Holy Spirit — entered history through the cross and resurrection to establish a
politics of love. The Father sends the Son, who willingly suffers our political violence on the
cross. The Father raises the Son on Easter to not only vindicate him but to also unleash the power
of loving forgiveness into the world. The Son ascends to the Father and together they send the
Holy Spirit to continue the work of a politics of love in the world.

This weekend, the United States, through our President’s unilateral decision, finds itself drawn
into the war started by Israel last weekend. War is the ultimate choice of a politics of violence. It
is the epitome of desiring to oppose evil but creating new evils and making yourself evil in the
process. Can the Trinity’s politics of love save us from descending further into the downward
spiral of the evil of war?

Last week, I mentioned we would go further back into triangle relationships. The Trinity is a
triangle relationship. In order to understand how human beings so easily end up having faith in
politics of violence, we need to understand basic human relationships as triangles of desire.
Here’s the basics.

TRIANGULAR DESIRE: You are the person on the lower left.
At the top of the triangle is the model from whom you ‘catch’ the
desire for the hat. As long as you and your models for desire work
together, this can mean loving cooperation. But our tendency at

some point is to fall into conflict because we desire to acquire the Ll
same objects. ~
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your rival. What happens when rivalry begins to take over all our k A
relationships? No community can survive with everyone being

rivals.



THE SCAPEGOAT MECHANISM: The thing which saved our Tus 1 i YOUR fatt !
species is for all the conflict in a community to focus on one (
person or one group — the “Scapegoat.” It actually becomes

structured into the way we do things. It underlies our politics of
violence. In ancient communities, ritual blood sacrifice was the
chosen form of keeping a scapegoating structure — the word

“scapegoat” comes from the blood sacrifice ritual of atonement in Leviticus 16.

RULE OF LAW IS A SCAPEGOAT MECHANISM: Human cultures formed around blood
sacrifice gradually developed into societies formed around the rule of law, which still has a
scapegoat structure. Jesus was crucified under both Jewish and Roman law. This is why St. Paul
in today’s Second Reading characterizes the law, Torah, as a temporary measure until humanity
finally grows-up as a species, operating within a politics of love. How do we do that? By living
in Christ and the Holy Spirit. The faithfulness of Jesus in suffering our violence on the cross has
replaced the need for standard law with the “law of love” — a politics of love.

WE ARE INVITED TO LIVE IN THE GOD’S TRIANGLE

OF LOVE: John’s Gospel speaks of this using the word “abide.”

Jesus abides in the Father, and the Father in him. Their loving
relationship enters the world through the historical events of the

cross and resurrection, and then the power of those loving politics GF —T_
are offered to humankind through the Holy Spirit. We abide in the

love that Jesus showed us by laying down his life for us.

Today’s Gospel Reading shows Jesus liberating a man from the Scapegoat Mechanism in his
village. The ‘demoniac’ exists on the outskirts of their village, carrying their legion of demons
upon himself. (Mark adds the detail that he stones himself.) When Jesus casts out those demons,
the villagers are afraid. What will they do with their demons now? Jesus has messed up their
comfortable scapegoating arrangement. They will have to either find a new scapegoat
arrangement, or they can learn to accept Jesus’s invitation to live in a politics of love.

White Supremacist Racism has been our culture’s main scapegoating arrangement. That’s why so
many white people, like the Gerasene villagers, become afraid when there’s talk of fully
liberating people of color from this long-time comfortable arrangement — comfortable for white
people, painful and deadly for people of color. There are those who would rather try to stamp out
all talk about racism than actually try to being liberated from it. Homophobia is a similar
scapegoating mechanism, with the rights of LGBTQ people under attack. So is colonization like
Israel’s apartheid with the Palestinian people. War is the ultimate Scapegoat Mechanism, in
which we demonize our enemies to justify political violence against them. It is the ultimate in
thinking ‘we’ oppose an evil ‘them,” while creating new evils and making ourselves evil in the
process.

The only lasting way out of the seemingly endless cycles of political violence is to open our lives
to the politics of love through Jesus the Messiah. Paul in Galatians 3 implies that we need to
finally grow-up as a species by living in the power of God’s Trinity of love, where all our usual
lines of division (“Jew and Greek, slave and free, male and female”) no longer are cause for
division. We are all one in Jesus the Messiah. There is no longer Us and Them; there is only Us.

As we stand on the precipice of all-out war, how can we bring this invitation to the world?



