SERMON NOTES — February 16, 2025

Jesus’s Beatitudes in Luke: Turning the Pyramid Upside Down
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Today, in Luke’s Beatitudes
(quite different than 4
Matthew’s), Jesus proclaims -
blessings to the poor and woes ey
to the rich that effectively turn "I?;c:z:
that pyramid upside down. R
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50%, hold only 1% of the \/
world’s wealth. Luke narrows
the Beatitudes to just those who are truly among the world’s most poor,
with those who live lives of tears and those who are persistently hungry.
When Jesus proclaims the hungry as bless “for you will be filled.” The
only other times Luke uses this verb is when the Prodigal Son hits
bottom and longs to “be filled” with the pigs’ food (15:16); and Lazarus
longing to “be filled” with scraps that fell from the rich man’s table
(16:21). Luke opened his Gospel with infancy stories that make it clear
how very poor Mary and Jesus were. Jesus was born in a stable with the
animals. Jesus is an indigenous man in
someone else’s empire. Mary’s Song is @ Han Hisk K0
a preview of how God’s economics
will turn the world upside down.

Apparently, Elon Musk hasn’t
received that memo. His worldview
still seems to see himself and his
friends as blessed, while referring to
those at the bottom of the wealth
pyramid as “parasites.” What would it
mean for followers of Jesus to begin to
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see the world in an upside-down fashion? Can we begin to imagine an
economics from God in which the world’s poor are blessed? While
offering condolences (“woes”) to the richest since they already have
received more than their fair share?

In the First Century of Jesus and Luke, this was a tall task since the
Empire and Caesar were clearly in charge. Luke took on that challenge
by writing to Theophilus, “God lover” (Luke 1:3, Acts ), who is likely a
Gentile from the upper classes and might be in position to at least be an
influencer. Luke himself writes in a Greek style that bears the mark of
being the most educated in the New Testament alongside St. Paul. He is
not among the world’s most poor, writing to other persons like himself,
and yet he dares to be the one who pushes the envelope the most on
turning upside-down the relationship between rich and poor:

* As we noted, he introduces his Gospel with birth stories that make
crystal clear that Mary and Jesus are among the world’s most poor.

* He makes the relationship between rich and poor the most persistent
theme in his Gospel story, one we will see again and again this year.

* In his story of the church in Acts, he shows the first followers of

Jesus living by an upside-down view of wealth that makes things

equitable: “There was not a needy person among them, for as many

as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of
what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was
distributed to each as any had need (Acts 4:34-35). (We at Bethania
follow suit with things like Thread-by-Thread and the Meal Site.)

Today, our task offers greater hope since, as citizens in a democracy,
we can help influence and choose our economic policies:

» Can we advocate for turning the pyramid of wealth on its head so
that it begins to collapse down into a more equitable rectangle? Like
the Scandinavian countries currently do: Here’s a starter:
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*  What are the programs in the United States budget that most
pointedly address helping the world’s most poor? U.S.A.L.D
(Agency for International Development)? Immigration policy?

* Can we de-idolize (not abandon) our view on capitalism and begin
framing our views on economics with God’s Sabbath-oriented
economics? That each human life is a gift from God, grace — no
parasites! — and not earned by ascending a pyramid of wealth?




