
SERMON NOTES — September 1, 2024

Matthew 25:31-46 (major word translation changes in italics)
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory.
32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate them
(i.e., the nations) one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the kids, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the kids at
the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger
and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’
37Then the just nations will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw
you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to
drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you,
or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick
or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members
of my family, you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left
hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the time (Greek:
aiônios, “eon,” “age”) of fire made ready for the devil and his angels;
42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave
me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did
not visit me.’ 44Then these nations also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it
that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly
I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did
not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into an age of punishment, but
the just nations into an age of life.”

Context of this passage: the very last thing Jesus teaches in
Matthew’s Gospel before his Passion begins. In the very next
chapter, Jesus is on trial before the Jewish Council and says to
them, “I tell you, From now on you will see the Son of Man seated
at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven”
(Matt 26:64). “From now on” — in other words, the Son of Man
coming into his glory with the angels to judge the nations is about

to happen on the Cross and in the Resurrection!!! The judgment of
the nations happens precisely when we execute Jesus on the cross
according to our laws that lead to so much killing, followed by
God’s supreme and gracious act of raising Jesus to new life on
Easter. Here we see contrasted the ways of empires with the ways
of the loving God revealed in Jesus.

And what is the judgment of the nations? It can all be boiled down
to how we do or don’t take care of the least in the human family.
When a nation does take care of the least (James: the widow and
the orphan), it has finally come of age. It is a grown-up sheep
compared to an immature kid. It is a nation that will truly live into
the age of life revealed in the Resurrection. It will finally be a
nation in which its people, on balance, work together to help each
other flourish.

And the nations that fail to care for the least? They end up in the
fiery destruction of the scrapheap of history, which is the fate of all
empires eventually, because they are based on dominating and
killing others rather than on caring for the least. Example: so far in
our history as a nation, we started with one of the worst forms of
chattel slavery in the history of the world. The consequences? An
age of fire known as the Civil War. Have we learned our lesson yet
about racism and inequality? Are we caring for the least? What
will be the ultimate fate of our nation?

Good examples of communities caring for the least. Bethania
feeding the hungry in the Community Meal and clothing the
underdressed through Thread by Thread. Racine: building a new
health center in the most stressed neighborhood of our city. U.S.A.:
Social Security, Medicare, Affordable Care Act, programs that
invest in people and help them flourish. Can we use this prophecy
to help us when we vote? Which of our leaders promote the care of
the least? Which of our leaders promote focus on the wealthy in
neglect of the least? In short, Matthew 25 is Jesus’s prophecy of
the politics of how to finally be a successful nation: Care for the
least.


