SERMON NOTES — July 14, 2024

Reflections on seeking to diminish overall human violence by starting
with diminishing political violence. There are two main principles, in
theory, our founding fathers proposed toward this end:

1. Free and fair elections: each person being equal in their vote
diminishes the need to try to change leaders through violent
revolution. “In theory” is important because:

» the founders began by giving only land-owning white men the
right to vote, a mistake which we’ve been working to rectify for
200+ years.

» it ceases to work well if voters trust that our elections that are
free and fair. Can you and I work to keep and build that trust?

2. No immunity under the law: unlike the authoritarian governments
that preceded our government, no one is immune from prosecution
under the law, meaning that even our political leaders can’t
undertake political violence against accused enemies without being
subject to prosecution. “In theory” is important for several reasons:
*  The Original Lie about supremacy, that some people deserve

more than others, has worked — especially along racial and
economic lines — to give some people the belief that they are
immune from prosecution. Examples: slave-holders using any
means necessary to dominate their enslaved people; Jim Crow
laws; a 75-year period of white mobs lynching people of color;
more recently, police officers who think they are more easily
immune from using lethal force — again, much more often
against people of color. Bottom line: no immunity under the law
only works to diminish political violence to the extent that those
who preside over it use it fairly, without prejudice or favor.

» Does this only work if a/l political leaders, including the
President and Supreme Court justices, are also not immune
under the law? Most legal scholars have generally assumed this
and taught it — until the bewildering recent Supreme Court
decision which gives the President immunity under the law for
“official acts.” Does this now give the President the power to
carry out political violence as long as he/she deems it to be
official? Isn’t this a frightening opening of the door to
Presidents being able to officially carry our political violence?

Now, the poem “Immunity,” by Steve Garnaas-Holmes:

Herod had immunity.

He could behead people;

his friends would let him,

his enemies powerless.

A dictator has immunity.

He will not use it for noble purposes.

We do not have immunity

from the consequences of our choices.
We will pay the price

for our bold, decisive action.

We are not immune to the suffering of the world.
If one suffers, all suffer together with them.
To follow Jesus is to renounce immunity.

Jesus did not say,
“Take up your lawn chair and follow me.”

Our trust is not that we will be treated well,
but that even in our weakness and vulnerability,
even in failure and suffering,
grace will prevail.
For even in all its evil and cruelty
this world is not immune
to love.
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The Good News: You and I as followers of Jesus are called not only to
the laws of this land — which, if progressively enacted in reality and not
just theory, can truly help to diminish human violence, and especially
political violence. But we are also called to God’s law of love, which as
our Second Reading tells, is the plan all along that God has of gathering
all things in heaven and earth into harmony through Christ’s love. We
have the same call as John the Baptist’s father prayed for his son: You,
my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go
before the Lord to prepare the way, to give God’s people knowledge of
salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. In the tender compassion of
our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us, to shine on those
who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet
into the way of peace.



