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I’'m sure Pastor Dennis talked about
some of these changes in recent
years

As with any talk of reform, the aim
is to be more faithful to the mission
of Jesus

In our increasingly secular age, we
are becoming more aware of how
the church became less faithful to
the mission of Jesus when the
Emperor Constantine made
Christianity the imperial religion.
Proposal: Jesus’ mission wasn’t
even to start a new religion. It was
to pioneer and launch a new way of
being human. (Bonhoeffer, in
prison, prophesied about the
coming of a religionless Christianity,
rooted in spirituality.

The Reformation did not make the
crucial changes to move the church

away from its alliance with empires.
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Gandbhi, as a Hindu, might seem
strange as a leader of the New
Reformation, but not as shocking as a
crucified Messiah to the Jews of Jesus’
day. As crucifed, they saw him as
outside their religion. Gandhi did not
claim Christianity as his religion, but
he did claim discipleship to Jesus’
Sermon on the Mount, continuing
Jesus’ movement of a new Way to be
human which brings it into nonviolent
conflict with the old ways of being
human.

N. T. Wright is a pioneer in new ways
to read the Bible that strive to be
more faithful to Jesus’ new way of
being human. He writes both
immense, scholarly books that work
out many of the details. But, as a
leader in the church, he also writes
very readable and inspiring books for
the church at large. His New
Testament for Everyone series is highly
recommended.
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To bring out the points of this slide,
introduce his new book on Paul and
read from the Introduction (pp. 7-8)
on the change from “going to
heaven when you die” to heaven
coming to earth in launching New
Creation.

Briefly anticipate next week’s text
on “eternal life” as “life in God’s
new age.” Explain how Jewish
thinking is in terms of differing
historical ages on disobedience and
obedience to God, now overlapping
after Easter — instead of in terms of
different places, earth and heaven.

Notice first in this Gospel story how
Jesus’ action in the Temple is a
forerunner to nonviolent
resistance. The Temple represented
the hub of political, economic, and
cultural powers. Jesus was
prophetically anticipating their fall.
But the second part of this reading
is the crucial one for us today: Jesus
is proclaiming that the new place of
God'’s presence in the world is a
human being.

And that place would not being
going away with his Ascension to
the Father: no, his death and
resurrection prepare many new
places for God’s presence to abide
inthe world . . ..
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* ...Giving us a very different way to
read this familiar passage in John
14, commonly read at funerals. It is
not about “going to heaven when
we die.” It’s about Jesus preparing
many new places for God’s
presence to abide in this world as
new temples: US! Disciples! That’s
what all the “abide” language in
John is all about. Jesus’ new Way of
being human begins with God
abiding in disciples in new ways.
We are called to openness to Jesus
living in us so that we bear fruit in
the world, as God continues to
make new the Creation.

Slide 9 Cleansing the Temple by Lucinda
Naylor. Copyright © Lucinda Naylor. All
rights reserved. Used by permission of

the artist.
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