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One Embraced a New Way of Living!

Jesus and his disciples are heading south toward Jerusalem and are currently between Samaria
and Galilee. It's no man’s land, the space between, the area where people gather who have no

other place to go. They live there because they are not welcome in either Galilee or Samaria.

At least ten lepers live in this in-between place. Their connection with one another is their
common exclusion from their families and the wider community. They are largely alone,
unsupported, and tempted to think that no one, not even God, cares about them. They are the

“out” of a religion built on some being “in” because others are “out.”

Respectfully “Keeping their distance, they call out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” They
know people don’t want to get close to them lest they catch their disease and be cast out

themselves. The lepers hope Jesus will not be put off too.

When Jesus sees them he says, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” That’s all he says. He
doesn’t touch them or heal them. He just tells them report to their priests who will pronounce
them clean. He uses the plural “priests” because they are composed of both Samaritan and
Jewish Lepers and the two religions have different priests, though Luke doesn’t reveal this until
the end of the story. The priests will certify them as clean and therefore eligible to rejoin their
religious community. It won’t be the new community that Jesus brings. It will be the old one

defined by pure and impure.

Will they trust Jesus enough to start for the priests even when there is no evidence to support

their cure? Even here trust is a choice.

In the gospel story just before this, the apostles asked Jesus to increase their faith. Jesus
responded saying if they had the tiniest amount of faith they could ask a mulberry tree to move

into the sea and take root and it would. The point seems to be that you don’t need more faith
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you just need to exercise the faith you have and you will be surprised at what God can do. The

ten lepers exercise the bit of faith they already have and away they go.

“And as they went, they were made clean.” This happens to all ten lepers. Their ethnicity
doesn’t matter. They had faith the size of a mustard seed and the mulberry tree did uproot
itself and re-root in the sea. What they had not dared dream could happen, happened. The

mercy they had requested comes to them as they go forward.

Could this be the Good News of the Gospel—that all of us have been cleansed of that which
separates us from each other and God? This cleansing comes from God’s side in the form of
Jesus going to Jerusalem and showing us we are forgiven. Jesus takes what we do to each other
on himself so that we can see it and can see that violence is coming from humans not God. God
is about love and forgiveness. We are the ones who put our violence on God—in Jesus humans
did it literally. Could the mulberry tree’s move from land to sea be the movement from “you
get what you deserve,” the way humans usually think, to “you have been blessed to live in a sea

of grace,” the new way of living that Jesus announces with everything he does?

At this point the story reveals its focus. “Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed,
turned back, praising God with a loud voice.” One turned back. He saw what had happened

and turned back. Could it be that becoming whole is seeing the blessing and feeling moved to
thank the One who has blessed you? It’s a new way of seeing that shifts the focus and one of

the ten got it.

This former leper sees that what has happened is something different. The others returned to
a world based on boundaries that separate good from bad, well from sick, and the “in” from the

out”. Butin coming back, this one left that world and entered a new and exciting world where

all exist by grace and none are excluded. It's a new world.

Our text says, “He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.” His falling down before Jesus
was a result of his new way of seeing. From his position he looks up to Jesus and sees

everything with Jesus in the foreground. This is the perspective that gets it right. Paul said, “For

Page 2 of 4



me to live is Christ.” One former leper sees that Jesus brings a new way of living, a way where

we each dwell in the sea of grace.

When we see everything with Jesus in the foreground we discover that God is nothing but
forgiveness, gentleness, blessing, benevolence, compassion, and tenderness. Our response to
all of this, once we get it, can only be gratitude and openness to life! Gratitude is not
something we try to manufacture; it’s something we can’t help but feel. This is huge! Jesus
shows God to us, not just a Christian God, or a Samaritan God or a Jewish God, but a God for all

people.

The other nine former lepers trudged toward the priests still operating in a world of fear and
punishment where “we get what we deserve” and it’s about keeping the rules. They worry
over mistakes they might make and carry a anxious demeanor. Their prayers begin with a
distant “Holy God” they must please rather than the intimacy of “Our Father” who they know

loves them.

Even though their healing was a gift they all received and quite the opposite of “you get what
you deserve,” the old world was the one to which they are resolutely returning. They are
healed of leprosy but not whole. Now they feel assured of being “in” because others are still
out. The only difference is that it no longer is them. They are returning to a world of tit for tat.

They are going back to their old God who judges and is chronically cross.

Now we are ready to notice a bit of information Luke has withheld until this very moment. The
one who returned was a Samaritan. The Samaritan’s and the Jews hated each other. How is it
that the one the other nine lepers look down on turns out to be the only one exuding
gratitude? Did the others believe they deserved to be healed because they thought they were
better than this Samaritan and so couldn’t praise God? What Jesus points to in this healing is

bigger than religion; it’s a new understanding of God.

When the other nine noticed the Samaritan had turned back they probably thought, “Well, he is
a Samaritan, he didn’t get healed. That’s why he is turning back.” Their world remained too

small and still divided between those who are in and those who are out. Their exclusionary
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attitude blinded them to the truth and made it impossible for them to follow the Samaritan’s

lead.

When the Samaritan returned to Jesus, “Jesus asked, ‘Were not ten made clean? But the other
nine, where are they?’” All ten had been healed but nine of them hadn’t seen the immensity of
what Jesus was doing. In amazement Jesus exclaimed, “Was none of them found to return and
give praise to God except this foreigner? Then he said to him, ‘Get up and go on your way; your
faith has made you well.”” All of them were healed but this one, the foreigner, was made well.
He alone saw that God loved all people and his healing wasn’t because he was special, it was
because God is a lover and healed them all. The Samaritan is the one who escaped a way of

death that leaves humans joyless and embraced a way of living that gives life endlessly. Amen.
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